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Main Text
e Introduction/Background
«  Expert Consensus

* Defining and standardizing concepts, terminology and measurements, for example naming
astronomical bodies, defining disease categories and defining physical measurements.

» Agreeing on priorities, for example setting research priorities and allo cating scarce resources.

* Setting methodological standards, for example creating hierarchies of evidence in medicine and
setting standards for research designs such as clinical trials and systematic reviews.

* Judging quality of scientific outputs, for example peer review of grants and manuscripts, and
checklists for judging quality of studies and reviews.

» Making value judgements, for example ethical standards and best practice codes.

* Agreeing on scientific facts.
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Tables & Figures

Table 1. Comparison of baseline characteristics

Table 2. Comparison of serum inflammatory between the two groups

Note: IL-1B, interleukin 1B; IL-6, interleukin 6; IL-8, interleukin 8; TNF-0, tumor necrosis

factor-a; CRP, C-reactive protein; PCT, procalcitonin.

Figure 1. Comparison of serum inflammatory cytokines between the two groups.
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